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and he is only too glad when he receives a message
from his wife to say that the carriages and horses are
ready for the evening drive, or that he is expected to
. come forth to take his part in a game of polo or
lawn-tennis.

Planters are always hospitable. In India it is a sort
of maxim still that the guest confers the favour, for,
of course, the guest is really very welcome when your
nearest neighbour lives five miles from you. And so
each planter gathers round him from time to time a
little party of visitors and neighbours, and when the
men are sufficiently numerous they get up a game of
polo. Perhaps the best social game that was ever
invented for India was Badminton, which has now
been almost superseded by lawn-tennis. Badminton
has never been much appreciated in England; but in
India the absence of high wind and rain was much
in its favour, and there were many ladies who played
it almost as well as men. For, as was well said by a
learned judge, men and women are almost on an
equality as regards the upper part of their dress, and
can use their hands and heads with nearly equal effect.
But when a lawn-tennis ball makes a bound into the
skirts of a lady's dress she has not the same facility
of escaping from it as her male adversary. There-
fore, as the shuttlecock of Badminton was always
flying high, and from head to head, so to speak, Bad-
minton for a long time in India held its own against the
introduction of lawn-tennis; though the day has come